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Dear all, 

 

It is with great sadness that I share with you that Dick Parker passed away on Tuesday 

at his home in Newton Abbot.  Many of you will know Dick as a larger than life 

character who was very much loved by everyone.  Dick worked at Teign for the 

entirety of his career, 40 years, and even after he finished working at the school in the 

summer of 2017 he carried on as an active volunteer with our Ten Tors Managers, 

regularly walking with our students out on the moors. In 2017 he was recognised by 

Teignbridge Personality Awards with The Teignbridge award - The People's Champion 

–– voted for by members of the community.  The Army awarded him the Ten Tors 

Award Platinum in recognition of outstanding contribution of 40 years voluntary 

service to Ten Tors. 

 

Dick cared deeply about the outdoor world, he loved his sport, particularly cricket, 

and he had a passion for wildlife photography.  

 

It is not an overstatement to say that Dick Parker has made a huge major, positive 

contribution to the lives of thousands of children over the last 45 years.  He has 

encouraged and challenged young people to push themselves, try new experiences 

and to persevere to overcome problems, together as a team.  When we introduced 

the Pride Through Success Award Evening in 2018 Dick was keen to contribute an 

award for the ceremony – called the Dick Parker Shield for Outstanding Achievement 

to Outdoor Pursuit. 

 

Whether people knew him for a short or long period of time he touched so many 

hearts and I feel honoured and humbled to have known such a fantastic force of fun, 

adventure, friendship and a commitment to growing children. His passing marks a 

huge loss to our local community but his legacy is strong in the form of the countless 

number of children and adults inspired by his passion, energy and dedication to 

building people to be the best they could be. 

 

Over the coming months we will, together, think of a way Teign School can 

commemorate and honour his life and his fantastic achievements.   

 

With best wishes 

 

 
Suzannah Wharf 
 


